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Greetings from Education and the Arts 
Cabinet Secretary Kay Goodwin

It brings me great joy to see the collaborative efforts of two of my charges, 
the Division of Rehabilitation Services and the Division of Culture and 
History, come together to create and carry out this first Diversifying 
Perspectives Art Contest and Exhibition.

While both divisions have very distinct missions, this partnership enables 
us to showcase the talents and contributions of West Virginia artists with 
disabilities.

It takes a lot of courage to put your work, which is very much a part of you 
– the artist, on display for others to view and critique. I applaud the

exhibitors for sharing a piece of themselves and allowing us to witness their unique and creative 
perspectives. 

To those artists selected as winners, I offer my sincere congratulations! I hope you and all the exhibitors 
continue to focus on your abilities, growing and improving in your talent and creativity, and let your artistic 
voices be heard!

Kay Goodwin
Cabinet Secretary

While working to carry out our mission of enabling and empowering 
people with disabilities to work and to live independently, the West Virginia 
Division of Rehabilitation Services also has a responsibility to generate 
public awareness about the vast contributions people with disabilities make 
in our communities and our workforce.

The Diversifying Perspectives Art Contest and Exhibition allows us to 
feature the artistic abilities of West Virginia artists with disabilities during 
National Disability Employment Awareness Month and plays an important 
role in bringing awareness to disability-related employment issues.

Message from Division of Rehabilitation 
Services Director Donna Ashworth

These efforts help to foster a more inclusive workforce, where every person is recognized for his or her 
abilities – every day of every month.

I express my sincere appreciation to the participating artists for being a part of this endeavor and sharing 
their creative capabilities with us! 

Donna L. Ashworth
Director



2014 West Virginia Diversifying Perspectives Art Contest Juror

John Auge, Creative Director
from the Charleston–based design firm 
Auge+Gray Collective Works, LLC

It was an honor to be asked to judge the Diversifying 
Perspectives Art Contest.

As a young, aspiring artist, I recall how it was always such 
a thrill to enter any and all art contests that I could. Today, 
I jump at the chance to play the role of judge and offer 
my support to recognize the outstanding efforts of those 
entering such competitions.

The name of this contest serves it well, the Diversifying 
Perspectives Art Contest. There was a very good selection of 
art, with a variety of skill levels, sizes and media. There was 
also a very good representation from various age groups and 
areas across West Virginia.

Many pieces were very skillfully done and absolutely 
outstanding in originality and all artists that submitted their 
work shared their creative spirit in such authentic ways.

It takes great fortitude and courage to put yourself on 
display and I commend all of the entrants for stepping up 
and taking that risk. Bravo!

I encourage the artists to continue to develop and 
strengthen their artistic abilities. I also hope they continue to 
let themselves expand and grow in their creativity and self-
expression.

I extend my sincere congratulations to all and to those 
selected to represent the show with top honors…of course, 
ALL WINNERS IN MY BOOK!

Juror’s Statement



Grand Exhibitor

Benjamin Tyler DiGiorgi
South Charleston, Kanawha County
The Magical Owl
Oil and Pastel

Benjamin DiGiorgi, 19, has lived in South 
Charleston all his life. He attended Bridgeview 
Elementary School, South Charleston Junior High 
School and is a 2014 graduate of South Charleston 
High School.

DiGiorgi has autism and had to work extra hard 
throughout school. He became interested in art 
about three years ago and especially likes to draw 
owls. He also took a ceramics class for two years 
and continues this as a hobby.

About DiGiorgi 

The Magical Owl
This is an abstract painting 

of a purple, red, blue, green 
and orange owl outlined in 
black against a blue and brown 
background.



National Disability Employment Awareness Month

The artwork selected as the Grand Exhibitor has been incorporated into a poster promoting National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month, a national campaign that raises awareness about disability 
employment issues and celebrates the many and varied contributions of America’s workers with disabilities. 
This year’s theme is “Expect. Employ. Empower.” 

The poster will be displayed in businesses throughout West Virginia in October. Copies are available from 
the West Virginia Division of Rehabilitation Services.



Award of Excellence

Kelsey Bable
Follansbee, Brooke County
The Butterflies Are Free
Mixed Media
$250 The Butterflies Are Free

This is a collage made from tin 
and other metal objects nailed 
together, creating a picture of a 
beautiful girl with auburn hair, 
blue eyes and red lips. There 
are colorful butterflies flying all 
around her. The statement, “I 
want to be free...,” is painted at 
the bottom of the picture in the 
foreground. 

Kelsey Bable was officially diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis in her final days as a senior at 
Brooke High School. Despite the everyday struggle 
of dealing with this unpredictable, neurological 
disorder, she attends West Liberty University, where 
she is currently studying art therapy.  

When she is not in school, she works as a 
recreation assistant at an assisted living and 
rehabilitation center in her hometown where she 
often does expressive arts projects and crafts. 
Through her own experience and at her job, she 
knows that art has a very therapeutic quality. She 
hopes to someday share this gift with others who 
need healing and peace no matter what the reason.

About Bable  



John Panek has been a West Virginian since 
1995. Growing up in Arlington Heights, Illinois, he 
contracted polio when he was 12 during the 1952 
epidemic. He now has post-polio syndrome. He 
is a graduate of the American Academy of Art in 
Chicago. 

After recovering from the polio onset, he became 
involved in motorcycles. He was a rider for 10 years 
and was the owner/tuner of a BSA Gold Star racing 
motorcycle on the Midwest flat track racing circle. 
Norman Rockwell said, “Paint what you know.” 
Therefore, Panek is best known for his paintings of 
motorcycles and motorcycle scenes.

He is married to a West Virginia native and 
has six children and nine grandchildren living in 
Illinois, Iowa and Finland.

About Panek 

Award of Excellence

John Panek
Shinnston, Harrison County
1920s Dirt Track Racing
Colored Pencil Drawing
$2,000

1920s Dirt Track Racing
This is a colored pencil 

drawing of a dirt track 
motorcycle race in the 1920s 
depicting two motorcyclists in 
the foreground and spectators in 
the background. 



Award of Excellence

Greg Siegwart
Wheeling, Ohio County
Occupational Hazard
Oil Painting
$900

Occupational Hazard
The artist describes this 

painting as a depiction of the 
blurred line between work and 
life. The painting is a surreal 
depiction of an office setting with 
orange walls and a black-and-
white checkered floor. There is 
a man wearing a shirt and tie 
sitting at a desk with a world 
globe on his shoulders. There is 
a barred window on the left wall 
and an open window showing 
black sky, stars and the moon on 
the right wall. There is a clock 
hanging on the back wall with 
numbers falling from it. 

Greg Siegwart picked up a brush and the love of 
painting began at the age of 10. Painting remained a 
hobby until 2000. 

Siegwart experienced a traumatic brain injury 
as a result of an automobile accident. He found oil 
painting to be his therapeutic refuge and it became 
his life. The self-taught artist continues to progress 
into fine arts.

About Siegwart 



Diversifying Perspectives Exhibitors

Brian Anderson
Forest G. Ash
Kelsey Bable
Michael Dane Blankenship
LoriAnn Butler
Cheryl Childers
Benjamin Tyler DiGiorgi
Benn Dolin
Darla Rae Ervin
Zachary Hurst

Karen Leathers
John Panek
Mark E. Riter
John Tyler Sandy
Greg Siegwart
Olive Smith Stone
Darrell J. Waldron Jr.
Richard Wann
Christie J. Wilfong



Forest G. Ash
Mineral Wells, Wood County
Fourteen
Oil Painting
Not for sale

Fourteen
This is a painting of Wells 

Locks and Dam on the Little 
Kanawha River with a young 
boy scaling the wall of the dam. 
According to the artist, the boy 
is his son. There is water in the 
foreground reflecting the green 
trees in the background.

Forest Ash can remember being artistic when he 
was in second grade at Mineral Wells Elementary 
School. He drew a turtle and won second place in 
an art contest. In the sixth grade, he was honored 
with artist of the year for his school.

He feels he squandered away his artistic talent for 
almost 20 years due to mental illness and addictions 
to drugs and alcohol.

Currently, he works part time at a halfway house 
in Parkersburg, which has been part of his life for 20 
years. He also works part time in the art department 
at SW Resources. To be paid for working with art 
has been his lifelong dream and he is grateful to 
have this opportunity.

He loves West Virginia and this painting is of his 
favorite spot. 

About Ash 



Benn Dolin
Huntington, Cabell County
The Earth Laughs in Flowers
Quilling
Not for sale

The Earth Laughs in Flowers
This is a quilling of a basket of 

red roses on a gray background. 
The roses are made from strips of 
paper that are rolled, shaped and 
glued together.

Benn Dolin spent her career years in Los Angeles 
working as a national television spot sales executive. 
Over the years, she represented television stations 
throughout the United States, including WNBC 
New York, CBS San Diego and ABC Green Bay. 

For 35 years, her creative outlet was portrait 
photography using outdoor settings with natural 
lighting. Her photographs hang in many private 
homes throughout Southern California. Her 
exhibits include:  Israel and Sotheby’s 50th 
Anniversary Celebration; University of Judaism, 
San Fernando Valley; Paris Embassy in Edinburgh, 
Scotland; Malibu Art Festival and Santa Monica Art 
Show. 

About Dolin 
She is a graduate of Huntington High School, 

John Robert Powers School of Modeling (Los 
Angeles) and she picked up photography knowledge 
at UCLA Extension School. In 2012, she replaced 
photography with quilling. 

Dolin has type 1, insulin-dependent diabetes. 
She developed the idea of quilling children’s name 
plaques with requested colors and themes, and 
presently, her creations are turning into a small 
business. 



Mark E. Riter
Middlebourne, Tyler County
Harvest Skies
Oil Painting
$125

Harvest Skies
This painting has a field of 

golden grain in the foreground 
and green trees and a windmill 
in the background with blue and 
white skies. 

Mark Riter has been a professional artist since 
2004. He has received numerous awards in the 
pursuit of his life’s passion. At the age of 11, he was 
involved in a motorcycle accident that left him with 
a traumatic brain injury. As a result, he is paralyzed 
on his left side. He is able to pursue his passion for 
painting despite his limitations.

He is a talented artist who is mostly self-taught, 
but has studied under Hilda Steen, another artist 
in Middlebourne. He has taught many students at 
camp who remember him fondly.

About Riter 
He was awarded a grant from Artslink in New 

Martinsville for his continued studies. He has won 
blue ribbons from the Tyler County Fair and other 
local shows. His work has been publicly displayed 
in many local shows, including the Gold Derrek 
Gallery in Sistersville and also at Artslink in New 
Martinsville. His work has also been displayed 
at Arts at the Mill, an international show, in 
Winchester, Virginia.

He works in both acrylics and oils with a wide 
variety of subject matter. One of his goals as an 
artist is to preserve scenes from the past that are 
decaying and being destroyed day by day.



Richard Wann
Huntington, Cabell County
Relaxing Moments
Pencil Drawing
$75

Richard Wann moved to West Virginia from 
Oklahoma in 2008. Having problems with 
depression and anxiety, his art helps him to relax. 
When he looks at his drawings, he gets into the 
moment. 

He believes that art can lift you up when you’re 
feeling down just by putting yourself in the picture 
and relaxing. He has been drawing since he was six 
years old. He uses his drawings as a stress reliever 
and way to keep his mind busy. He started drawing 
with pencils, and then started using ink pens.  

About Wann 

Relaxing Moments
This is a pencil drawing of 

mountains and a few trees in 
the background. There is a 
barbed wire fence and a stream 
cutting through the field in the 
foreground. 



Karen Leathers
Daniels, Raleigh County
What’s Next
Photography
$50

What’s Next
This is a black-and-white 

photograph of a man in profile, 
described by the artist as the love 
of her life. He has a goatee and 
mustache and a tattoo of a wizard 
on his bicep. He is seated and 
resting his chin and hands on a 
wooden cane. 

Karen Leathers enjoys making jewelry, 
photography, drawing, painting, printmaking, 
working with clay and other various artistic 
crafts, as well as singing and playing music on her 
keyboard and guitar. She’s currently enrolled at 
Concord University and working toward a degree in 
studio arts and social work to become more self-
sufficient. 

The arts have been great therapy for Leathers and 
she plans on using the creative skills she has, as well 
as those she’s learning, to help others identify the 
skills they have and express themselves through 
the arts. She’s had scoliosis and a learning disability 
since childhood. 

About Leathers 



Sunflowers
This is a painting on fabric of 

yellow and brown sunflowers on 
a green background. 

Christie J. Wilfong
Weston, Lewis County
Sunflowers
Watercolor and Ink
$85

Christie Wilfong is a brain tumor survivor 
with post-radiotherapy syndrome, which causes 
restriction of blood vessels in the affected area. 
Despite all odds and medical opinions to the 
contrary, she gives God the glory, continues to make 
the most of every day and spends most of her time 
designing and creating all sorts of items.

She began weaving at the age of eight and 
gradually expanded her skills and talents to include 
dressmaking, knitting, quilting, pattern design 
and painting. Her third one-person show “Inter 
Connecting Threads” was held at Art Works Center 
Market in Wheeling in June 2014 and was her first 
all textile show.

About Wilfong 



LoriAnn Butler was born and raised in 
Greenbrier County, where she has participated in 
local amateur arts, on and off, since childhood. 
She’s the youngest of four children, with three older 
brothers. She sang in the school and church choirs. 

She’s been writing poetry since she was 16. She 
lives and struggles with depression, anxiety, allergies 
and fibromyalgia. She lives a very quiet, private life. 
She has a great love for the arts, nature, animals, 
human and animal rights, music and literature, as 
well as her favorite movies and television shows. 
She’s been artistic since she was a little girl and her 
artistic interests have grown and changed directions 
throughout her life. 

About Butler 

Flame of Fireworks
This is a photograph of July 

4 fireworks against the dark 
Alderson, West Virginia sky with 
a smoky red background. 

LoriAnn Butler
Ronceverte, Greenbrier County
Flame of Fireworks
Photography
Not for sale



A Japanese Warship
This is an ink drawing of a 

Japanese warship at sea. 

John Tyler Sandy
St. Albans, Kanawha County
A Japanese Warship
Ink Drawing
$250

John Tyler Sandy is an art teacher with Kanawha 
County Schools, as well as director of visual arts 
with Arts in Action in Hurricane.

He was born with a congenital eye condition 
which left him with a number of eye disorders, 
including severe nearsightedness. His eye disease 
has progressed as he has gotten older. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in art from Anderson College in 
Indiana and a bachelor’s degree in education from 
West Virginia State College. 

About Sandy 



The Alone Horse
This is a pencil drawing on 

black paper of a white horse 
standing and looking out over a 
metallic fence.

Zachary Hurst
Millwood, Jackson County
The Alone Horse
Pencil Drawing
$500

Zachary Hurst, alias “Big Z,” struggled with 
academics while in school because he has dyslexia. 
He would frequently find himself doodling and 
drawing when he should have been more focused 
on schoolwork. 

Friends and teachers noticed his drawings, 
encouraging his talent. He found through art and 
drawing, he is able to express his thoughts and ideas 
and people see him as an artist, not as someone 
with a reading disability.

About Hurst  



Tabby Cat Rug
This is a latch hook of a tabby 

cat sitting in a garden between 
a limb bearing red cherries and 
flowers on the other side with 
a butterfly fluttering around its 
head. 

Olive Smith Stone
Huntington, Cabell County
Tabby Cat Rug
Latch Hook
Not for sale Olive Smith graduated from Parkersburg High 

School in 1939. She married Howard Stone in 
1941, where they lived in Belpre, Ohio for 65 years, 
having four children along the way.

She retired in 1980 after serving as recorder of 
Washington County, Ohio. In 1989, a large tractor 
crushed her in a barn and after a miraculous 
recovery, she began writing, painting, quilting and 
rug making. Her poetry won awards and her stories 
were published in magazines and newspapers, 
including the Marietta Times, Parkersburg News, 
Goldenseal, Antique Week, Farm and Dairy, Back 
Home in Kentucky and numerous historical society 
publications.

Her column, Then and Now, has been published 
in the Ravenswood Star News for the past 10 years. 
She began losing her sight in 1993. She moved to 
Huntington to be closer to her daughter, but she 
continues to be independent, making rugs, writing 
stories and poetry and gardening.

About Stone



Intertwined
This is a photograph of a pink 

dogwood tree overhanging 
the sidewalk in Ritter Park in 
Huntington, West Virginia.

Brian Anderson
Huntington, Cabell County
Intertwined
Photography
$25

Brian Anderson loves to play ultimate Frisbee in 
his spare time, but his main interests include art and 
photography. 

He has autism and epilepsy and after graduating 
high school, he started working at Kmart.

Recently, he began taking photography 
lessons with Ana Gaston to improve his skills. 
Photographically he enjoys capturing images of 
things that catch his eye – specifically the repetition 
of patterns and colors.  His work can be closely tied 
to photojournalism and his teacher compares his 
work to the styles of photographers such as William 
Eggleston and Henri Cartier-Bresson. 

About Anderson



Access
This collage includes the 

international symbol for 
accessibility with the word access 
painted in several different 
languages in bright colors of red, 
blue, yellow, purple and orange 
on a painted world map. 

Darla Rae Ervin
Morgantown, Monongalia County
Access
Mixed Media
$900

Darla Ervin is a mother of an adult son and she 
has cerebral palsy. Ervin’s disability does not stop 
her from living a full and happy life. Ervin enjoys 
swimming, reading, painting, hanging out with 
friends and many other hobbies. She is very active 
in the disability community and is a member of 
the Statewide Independent Living Council, the 
Northern West Virginia Center for Independent 
Living and People First. 

About Ervin 



The Demon of the War
This is a three-dimensional clay 

mask wall hanging of a skull that 
has been kiln-baked and painted 
red and black with cord made of 
bailer twine for hanging. 

Darrell J. Waldron Jr.
Ravenswood, Jackson County
The Demon of the War
Clay
Not for sale

Darrell J. Waldron Jr. considers himself to be a 
unique artist with a vision. He has been told that he 
has autism spectrum disorder, learning disorders 
and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. 

He is able to express his thoughts and ideas 
through art and people see him as an artist, not as 
someone with a disability. He has a creative soul and 
vision and his art also extends into woodworking 
and paper mache sculpture.

About Waldron 

The Paper Crayon
This is a three-dimensional 

white paper crayon attached to a 
black display background. 

Darrell J. Waldron Jr.
Ravenswood, Jackson County
The Paper Crayon
3-D Paper Sculpture
Not for sale



Firefly Christmas
This is a painting of a hillside 

covered with green grass and 
fireflies in flight. The background 
consists of a blue and black sky, 
stars and a crescent moon. The 
artist indicates it was inspired by 
her sister’s memory.

Cheryl Childers
Moundsville, Marshall County
Firefly Christmas
Acrylic and Watercolor 
$100

Cheryl Childers uses art to help her cope with 
and manage her disability, which is schizoaffective 
disorder bipolar type. She has been in many 
hospitals for her illness and her treatment has 
been successful. But, she still deals with the pain of 
mental illness. 

She has found arts to be extremely important 
through her illness. In a sense, the arts rescued her 
as did her faith in God. She manages her illness 
daily and is now able to hold a part-time job. She 
also leads a small support group called RAMI 
(Raising Awareness on Mental Issues). She is very 
open about her illness and believes that we need to 
start talking more about mental health issues and 
not worry about the stigma.

About Childers



Rain
This is a black-and-white  

photographic image of a 
young man wearing a hooded 
sweatshirt, smoking a cigarette 
in the rain. He is standing in 
front of a building and there is a 
woman carrying an umbrella in 
the background. According to the 
artist, it shows how people are in 
their own worlds.

Michael Dane Blankenship
Kenova, Wayne County
Rain
Digital Photography
$15 Michael Dane Blankenship believes the only good 

thing about an introduction is that it’s a build up to 
what is otherwise mundane, most days. He’s an art 
major at Marshall University, who is autistic. He is 
from Huntington and is currently living in Kenova 
with his family. 

Ever since he was about three or four, he has had 
an affinity for both art and music. It was and still is 
a way for him to be connected with others around 
him that felt safe. It’s something that can let him say 
what he wanted to say and express what he felt in a 
way he can’t do otherwise. So, he picked up a guitar 
and learned to play it, picked up a brush to paint or 
a camera to freeze a moment in time.  

About Blankenship 



Mark E. Riter
Middlebourne, Tyler County
Seneca Rocks
Acrylic Painting
$55

Seneca Rocks
This is a painting of the famous 

West Virginia landmark with 
green foliage in the foreground 
and Seneca Rocks and blue 
cloudy skies in the background. 

Mark Riter has been a professional artist since 
2004. He has received numerous awards in the 
pursuit of his life’s passion. At the age of 11, he was 
involved in a motorcycle accident that left him with 
a traumatic brain injury. As a result, he is paralyzed 
on his left side. He is able to pursue his passion for 
painting despite his limitations.

He is a talented artist who is mostly self-taught, 
but has studied under Hilda Steen, another artist 
in Middlebourne. He has taught many students at 
camp who remember him fondly.

About Riter 
He was awarded a grant from Artslink in New 

Martinsville for his continued studies. He has won 
blue ribbons from the Tyler County Fair and other 
local shows. His work has been publicly displayed 
in many local shows, including the Gold Derrek 
Gallery in Sistersville and also at Artslink in New 
Martinsville. His work has also been displayed 
at Arts at the Mill, an international show, in 
Winchester, Virginia.

He works in both acrylics and oils with a wide 
variety of subject matter. One of his goals as an 
artist is to preserve scenes from the past that are 
decaying and being destroyed day by day.



Greg Siegwart
Wheeling, Ohio County
Reluctance of Memory 
Oil Painting
$350

Reluctance of Memory
This is a painting of a man in 

an orange shirt with blue sky and 
clouds in the background and 
a clock with Roman numerals 
in the foreground. This was 
intended to be a self-portrait 
reflecting the artist after his 
traumatic brain injury. 

Greg Siegwart picked up a brush and the love of 
painting began at the age of 10. Painting remained a 
hobby until 2000. 

Siegwart experienced a traumatic brain injury 
as a result of an automobile accident. He found oil 
painting to be his therapeutic refuge and it became 
his life. The self-taught artist continues to progress 
into fine arts.

About Siegwart 



Benn Dolin
Huntington, Cabell County
The Heir
Quilling
$60

The Heir
This is a quilling of the name 

Noah and a dragonfly on a 
decorative white board. It is 
made out of colorful strips of 
paper that are rolled, shaped and 
glued together. 

Baby Elephant
This is a quilling of the name 

Brielle on an ivory board with 
a gray elephant at the top. It is 
made from strips of pink, ivory 
and gray paper that are rolled, 
shaped and glued together. 

Benn Dolin
Huntington, Cabell County
Baby Elephant
Quilling
Not for sale

Benn Dolin spent her career years in Los Angeles 
working as a national television spot sales executive. 
Over the years, she represented television stations 
throughout the United States, including WNBC 
New York, CBS San Diego and ABC Green Bay. 

For 35 years, her creative outlet was portrait 
photography using outdoor settings with natural 
lighting. Her photographs hang in many private 
homes throughout Southern California. Her 
exhibits include:  Israel and Sotheby’s 50th 
Anniversary Celebration; University of Judaism, 
San Fernando Valley; Paris Embassy in Edinburgh, 

About Dolin 
Scotland; Malibu Art Festival and Santa Monica Art 
Show. 

She is a graduate of Huntington High School, 
John Robert Powers School of Modeling (Los 
Angeles) and she picked up photography knowledge 
at UCLA Extension School. In 2012, she replaced 
photography with quilling. 

Dolin has type 1, insulin-dependent diabetes. 
She developed the idea of quilling children’s name 
plaques with requested colors and themes, and 
presently, her creations are turning into a small 
business. 



Benjamin Tyler DiGiorgi
South Charleston, Kanawha County
Panda
Oil and Pastel 
$100

Benjamin DiGiorgi, 19, has lived in South 
Charleston all his life. He attended Bridgeview 
Elementary School, South Charleston Junior High 
School and is a 2014 graduate of South Charleston 
High School.

DiGiorgi has autism and had to work extra hard 
throughout school. He became interested in art 
about three years ago and especially likes to draw 
owls. He also took a ceramics class for two years 
and continues this as a hobby.

About DiGiorgi 

Panda
This is an abstract painting of 

a multicolored panda bear with a 
blue and red body and a blue and 
orange head against a yellow-
brown background. 



John Panek has been a West Virginian since 
1995. Growing up in Arlington Heights, Illinois, he 
contracted polio when he was 12 during the 1952 
epidemic. He now has post-polio syndrome. He 
is a graduate of the American Academy of Art in 
Chicago. 

After recovering from the polio onset, he became 
involved in motorcycles. He was a rider for 10 years 
and was the owner/tuner of a BSA Gold Star racing 
motorcycle on the Midwest flat track racing circle. 
Norman Rockwell said, “Paint what you know.” 
Therefore, Panek is best known for his paintings of 
motorcycles and motorcycle scenes.

He is married to a West Virginia native and 
has six children and nine grandchildren living in 
Illinois, Iowa and Finland.

About Panek 

John Panek
Shinnston, Harrison County
1936 Indian 4-Cylinder
Colored Pencil and Ink Drawing
$2,000

1936 Indian 4-Cylinder
This is a colored pencil and 

ink drawing of a 1936 Indian 
4-cylinder Mohawk green 
motorcycle. 



Karen Leathers
Daniels, Raleigh County
Days Gone By
Photography
$50

Days Gone By
This is a photographic image 

of a mantle inside an old cabin in 
Arnett, West Virginia with cast 
iron skillets hanging from the 
ceiling and a picture of John F. 
Kennedy and statues of Stonewall 
Jackson and Ulysses S. Grant on 
the mantle.

Karen Leathers enjoys making jewelry, 
photography, drawing, painting, printmaking, 
working with clay and other various artistic 
crafts, as well as singing and playing music on her 
keyboard and guitar. She’s currently enrolled at 
Concord University and working toward a degree in 
studio arts and social work to become more self-
sufficient. 

The arts have been great therapy for Leathers and 
she plans on using the creative skills she has, as well 
as those she’s learning, to help others identify the 
skills they have and express themselves through 
the arts. She’s had scoliosis and a learning disability 
since childhood. 

About Leathers 



Farm Scene
This is a pieced quilt picture 

of a farmhouse and barn setting 
with trees and hills surrounding 
it and a stream and bridge in the 
foreground. 

Olive Smith Stone
Huntington, Cabell County
Farm Scene
Pieced Quilt
Not for sale

Olive Smith graduated from Parkersburg High 
School in 1939. She married Howard Stone in 
1941, where they lived in Belpre, Ohio for 65 years, 
having four children along the way.

She retired in 1980 after serving as recorder of 
Washington County, Ohio. In 1989, a large tractor 
crushed her in a barn and after a miraculous 
recovery, she began writing, painting, quilting and 
rug making. Her poetry won awards and her stories 
were published in magazines and newspapers, 
including the Marietta Times, Parkersburg News, 
Goldenseal, Antique Week, Farm and Dairy, Back 
Home in Kentucky and numerous historical society 
publications.

Her column, Then and Now, has been published 
in the Ravenswood Star News for the past 10 years. 
She began losing her sight in 1993. She moved to 
Huntington to be closer to her daughter, but she 
continues to be independent, making rugs, writing 
stories and poetry and gardening.

About Stone



Colorful Clusters
This is a photograph of pink, 

yellow, white and red tulips. 

Brian Anderson
Huntington, Cabell County
Colorful Clusters
Photography
$25

Brian Anderson loves to play ultimate Frisbee in 
his spare time, but his main interests include art and 
photography. 

He has autism and epilepsy and after graduating 
high school, he started working at Kmart.

Recently, he began taking photography 
lessons with Ana Gaston to improve his skills. 
Photographically he enjoys capturing images of 
things that catch his eye – specifically the repetition 
of patterns and colors.  His work can be closely tied 
to photojournalism and his teacher compares his 
work to the styles of photographers such as William 
Eggleston and Henri Cartier-Bresson. 

About Anderson



LoriAnn Butler was born and raised in 
Greenbrier County, where she has participated in 
local amateur arts, on and off, since childhood. 
She’s the youngest of four children, with three older 
brothers. She sang in the school and church choirs. 

She’s been writing poetry since she was 16. She 
lives and struggles with depression, anxiety, allergies 
and fibromyalgia. She lives a very quiet, private life. 
She has a great love for the arts, nature, animals, 
human and animal rights, music and literature, as 
well as her favorite movies and television shows. 
She’s been artistic since she was a little girl and her 
artistic interests have grown and changed directions 
throughout her life. 

About Butler 

The Rainbow Faery
This is a colored pencil drawing 

of a faery with long brown hair, 
blue-spotted pink wings and a 
flowing pink skirt with blue and 
green ribbon detail. 

LoriAnn Butler
Ronceverte, Greenbrier County
The Rainbow Faery
Colored Pencil Drawing
Not for sale



Flowers and Ribbon
This is a painting on fabric 

of orange flower blossoms on a 
mass of blue ribbon with green in 
the background. 

Christie J. Wilfong
Weston, Lewis County
Flowers and Ribbon
Watercolor
$95

Christie Wilfong is a brain tumor survivor 
with post-radiotherapy syndrome, which causes 
restriction of blood vessels in the affected area. 
Despite all odds and medical opinions to the 
contrary, she gives God the glory, continues to make 
the most of every day and spends most of her time 
designing and creating all sorts of items.

She began weaving at the age of eight and 
gradually expanded her skills and talents to include 
dressmaking, knitting, quilting, pattern design 
and painting. Her third one-person show “Inter 
Connecting Threads” was held at Art Works Center 
Market in Wheeling in June 2014 and was her first 
all textile show.

About Wilfong 



The Heart of Jerusalem
This is a graphite pencil 

drawing of the Temple Mount 
and the City of David in 
Jerusalem. 

John Tyler Sandy
St. Albans, Kanawha County
The Heart of Jerusalem
Pencil Drawing
$400

John Tyler Sandy is an art teacher with Kanawha 
County Schools, as well as director of visual arts 
with Arts in Action in Hurricane.

He was born with a congenital eye condition 
which left him with a number of eye disorders, 
including severe nearsightedness. His eye disease 
has progressed as he has gotten older. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in art from Anderson College in 
Indiana and a bachelor’s degree in education from 
West Virginia State College. 

About Sandy 



Richard Wann
Huntington, Cabell County
Peaceful Easy Feelings
Pencil and Ink Drawing
$95

Richard Wann moved to West Virginia from 
Oklahoma in 2008. Having problems with 
depression and anxiety, his art helps him to relax. 
When he looks at his drawings, he gets into the 
moment. 

He believes that art can lift you up when you’re 
feeling down just by putting yourself in the picture 
and relaxing. He has been drawing since he was six 
years old. He uses his drawings as a stress reliever 
and way to keep his mind busy. He started drawing 
with pencils, and then started using ink pens.  

About Wann 

Peaceful Easy Feelings
This is a pencil and ink 

drawing of a landscape with 
barren trees and a prominent 
barbed wire fence in the 
foreground. 



Words from a Sunset
This is a poetic picture of a 

green hillside in the foreground 
and blue sky with sun coming up 
over the hill in the background. 
Written in the sky are the words 
“Just as a sunset speaks to us 
so does our heart listen, be still 
the love is within just as art and 
creativity is too.” Written in the 
green grass is “The earth speaks 
to us just as art speaks. We need 
to learn and learn from our 
hearts.” There is a word collage 
surrounding the drawing that 
includes inspirational words such 
as “shine, courageous, dream, 
share and power.” 

Cheryl Childers
Moundsville, Marshall County
Words from a Sunset
Mixed Media 
$100

Cheryl Childers uses art to help her cope with 
and manage her disability, which is schizoaffective 
disorder bipolar type. She has been in many 
hospitals for her illness and her treatment has 
been successful. But, she still deals with the pain of 
mental illness. 

She has found arts to be extremely important 
through her illness. In a sense, the arts rescued her 
as did her faith in God. She manages her illness 
daily and is now able to hold a part-time job. She 
also leads a small support group called RAMI 
(Raising Awareness on Mental Issues). She is very 
open about her illness and believes that we need to 
start talking more about mental health issues and 
not worry about the stigma.

About Childers



John Panek has been a West Virginian since 
1995. Growing up in Arlington Heights, Illinois, he 
contracted polio when he was 12 during the 1952 
epidemic. He now has post-polio syndrome. He 
is a graduate of the American Academy of Art in 
Chicago. 

After recovering from the polio onset, he became 
involved in motorcycles. He was a rider for 10 years 
and was the owner/tuner of a BSA Gold Star racing 
motorcycle on the Midwest flat track racing circle. 
Norman Rockwell said, “Paint what you know.” 
Therefore, Panek is best known for his paintings of 
motorcycles and motorcycle scenes.

He is married to a West Virginia native and 
has six children and nine grandchildren living in 
Illinois, Iowa and Finland.

About Panek John Panek
Shinnston, Harrison County
AHRMA Racing at the Sky Ranch
Oil on Masonite
Not for sale

AHRMA Racing at the Sky Ranch
This is a painting on Masonite 

of a motorcyclist watching a 
motorcycle race as a yellow 
airplane flies over the racetrack, 
pulling a banner advertising 
McKee’s Sky Ranch. 



1920’s
This is a pencil drawing of a 

woman smoking a cigarette in 
front of a Rolls Royce holding a 
rabbit by the ears. 

Zachary Hurst
Millwood, Jackson County
1920’s
Pencil Drawing
$500

Zachary Hurst, alias “Big Z,” struggled with 
academics while in school because he has dyslexia. 
He would frequently find himself doodling and 
drawing when he should have been more focused 
on schoolwork. 

Friends and teachers noticed his drawings, 
encouraging his talent. He found through art and 
drawing, he is able to express his thoughts and ideas 
and people see him as an artist, not as someone 
with a reading disability.

About Hurst  



Benjamin Tyler DiGiorgi
South Charleston, Kanawha County
Night Time Owl
Oil and Pastel 
$100 Benjamin DiGiorgi, 19, has lived in South 

Charleston all his life. He attended Bridgeview 
Elementary School, South Charleston Junior High 
School and is a 2014 graduate of South Charleston 
High School.

DiGiorgi has autism and had to work extra hard 
throughout school. He became interested in art 
about three years ago and especially likes to draw 
owls. He also took a ceramics class for two years 
and continues this as a hobby.

About DiGiorgi 

Night Time Owl
This is an abstract painting 

of an owl with a black face and 
turquoise, purple and orange 
body against a blue, red and 
brown background. 



Greg Siegwart
Wheeling, Ohio County
Cabin Fever 
Oil Painting
$900

Cabin Fever
This is a painting of a blue-gray 

building with a golden Labrador 
dog looking out the window 
draped with sheer curtains. Greg Siegwart picked up a brush and the love of 

painting began at the age of 10. Painting remained a 
hobby until 2000. 

Siegwart experienced a traumatic brain injury 
as a result of an automobile accident. He found oil 
painting to be his therapeutic refuge and it became 
his life. The self-taught artist continues to progress 
into fine arts.

About Siegwart 



The Unforgiving Soldier
This is a colored pencil drawing 

of a very muscular soldier 
wearing green pants and combat 
boots diving and shooting guns. 

Zachary Hurst
Millwood, Jackson County
The Unforgiving Soldier
Colored Pencil Drawing
$700

Zachary Hurst, alias “Big Z,” struggled with 
academics while in school because he has dyslexia. 
He would frequently find himself doodling and 
drawing when he should have been more focused 
on schoolwork. 

Friends and teachers noticed his drawings, 
encouraging his talent. He found through art and 
drawing, he is able to express his thoughts and ideas 
and people see him as an artist, not as someone 
with a reading disability.

About Hurst  



LoriAnn Butler was born and raised in 
Greenbrier County, where she has participated in 
local amateur arts, on and off, since childhood. 
She’s the youngest of four children, with three older 
brothers. She sang in the school and church choirs. 

She’s been writing poetry since she was 16. She 
lives and struggles with depression, anxiety, allergies 
and fibromyalgia. She lives a very quiet, private life. 
She has a great love for the arts, nature, animals, 
human and animal rights, music and literature, as 
well as her favorite movies and television shows. 
She’s been artistic since she was a little girl and her 
artistic interests have grown and changed directions 
throughout her life. 

About Butler 

Daisy Mae Reigns Over Her Domain
This is a photograph of the 

artist’s cat, Daisy Mae, a long-
haired calico lying on a blue 
bedspread on a hardwood floor. 

LoriAnn Butler
Ronceverte, Greenbrier County
Daisy Mae Reigns Over Her Domain
Photography
Not for sale



Richard Wann
Huntington, Cabell County
Peace of Mother Nature
Colored Pencil and Ink Drawing
$125

Richard Wann moved to West Virginia from 
Oklahoma in 2008. Having problems with 
depression and anxiety, his art helps him to relax. 
When he looks at his drawings, he gets into the 
moment. 

He believes that art can lift you up when you’re 
feeling down just by putting yourself in the picture 
and relaxing. He has been drawing since he was six 
years old. He uses his drawings as a stress reliever 
and way to keep his mind busy. He started drawing 
with pencils, and then started using ink pens.  

About Wann 

Peace of Mother Nature
This is a colored pencil and 

ink drawing of a panoramic 
landscape of mountains in the 
background and barren trees in 
the foreground. 



Impossible Iris
This is a painting on fabric of 

a multicolored iris with a green 
background. 

Christie J. Wilfong
Weston, Lewis County
Impossible Iris
Watercolor and Ink
$85

Christie Wilfong is a brain tumor survivor 
with post-radiotherapy syndrome, which causes 
restriction of blood vessels in the affected area. 
Despite all odds and medical opinions to the 
contrary, she gives God the glory, continues to make 
the most of every day and spends most of her time 
designing and creating all sorts of items.

She began weaving at the age of eight and 
gradually expanded her skills and talents to include 
dressmaking, knitting, quilting, pattern design 
and painting. Her third one-person show “Inter 
Connecting Threads” was held at Art Works Center 
Market in Wheeling in June 2014 and was her first 
all textile show.

About Wilfong 



Karen Leathers
Daniels, Raleigh County
Things of the Past
Photography
$50

Things of the Past
This is a photographic image 

of inside of an old cabin in 
Arnett, West Virginia showing an 
antique baby stroller, an old lamp 
and a cast iron kettle hanging in 
front of the fireplace. 

Karen Leathers enjoys making jewelry, 
photography, drawing, painting, printmaking, 
working with clay and other various artistic 
crafts, as well as singing and playing music on her 
keyboard and guitar. She’s currently enrolled at 
Concord University and working toward a degree in 
studio arts and social work to become more self-
sufficient. 

The arts have been great therapy for Leathers and 
she plans on using the creative skills she has, as well 
as those she’s learning, to help others identify the 
skills they have and express themselves through 
the arts. She’s had scoliosis and a learning disability 
since childhood. 

About Leathers 



Mark E. Riter
Middlebourne, Tyler County
Peaceful Palms
Acrylic Painting
$80

Peaceful Palms
This is a painting of charcoal-

colored palm trees at the edge 
of the ocean at twilight with 
a purple and pink sky in the 
background and the sun setting 
at the water’s edge. 

Mark Riter has been a professional artist since 
2004. He has received numerous awards in the 
pursuit of his life’s passion. At the age of 11, he was 
involved in a motorcycle accident that left him with 
a traumatic brain injury. As a result, he is paralyzed 
on his left side. He is able to pursue his passion for 
painting despite his limitations.

He is a talented artist who is mostly self-taught, 
but has studied under Hilda Steen, another artist 
in Middlebourne. He has taught many students at 
camp who remember him fondly.

About Riter 
He was awarded a grant from Artslink in New 

Martinsville for his continued studies. He has won 
blue ribbons from the Tyler County Fair and other 
local shows. His work has been publicly displayed 
in many local shows, including the Gold Derrek 
Gallery in Sistersville and also at Artslink in New 
Martinsville. His work has also been displayed 
at Arts at the Mill, an international show, in 
Winchester, Virginia.

He works in both acrylics and oils with a wide 
variety of subject matter. One of his goals as an 
artist is to preserve scenes from the past that are 
decaying and being destroyed day by day.



Over Grown
This is a photograph of brown 

weeds in autumn against a 
blurred background of foliage. 

Brian Anderson
Huntington, Cabell County
Over Grown
Photography
$25

Brian Anderson loves to play ultimate Frisbee in 
his spare time, but his main interests include art and 
photography. 

He has autism and epilepsy and after graduating 
high school, he started working at Kmart.

Recently, he began taking photography 
lessons with Ana Gaston to improve his skills. 
Photographically he enjoys capturing images of 
things that catch his eye – specifically the repetition 
of patterns and colors.  His work can be closely tied 
to photojournalism and his teacher compares his 
work to the styles of photographers such as William 
Eggleston and Henri Cartier-Bresson. 

About Anderson



My Kitchen Table
This is a pencil drawing of a 

boiled egg, a block of cheese and 
a knife on wooden cutting block 
on a kitchen table. 

John Tyler Sandy
St. Albans, Kanawha County
My Kitchen Table
Pencil Drawing
Not for sale

John Tyler Sandy is an art teacher with Kanawha 
County Schools, as well as director of visual arts 
with Arts in Action in Hurricane.

He was born with a congenital eye condition 
which left him with a number of eye disorders, 
including severe nearsightedness. His eye disease 
has progressed as he has gotten older. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in art from Anderson College in 
Indiana and a bachelor’s degree in education from 
West Virginia State College. 

About Sandy 



Western Scene with Deer
This is a crocheted picture of a 

stream, trees, flowers and a deer 
in the foreground with the sun 
shining over blue mountains in 
the background. 

Olive Smith Stone
Huntington, Cabell County
Western Scene with Deer
Crochet
$300

Olive Smith graduated from Parkersburg High 
School in 1939. She married Howard Stone in 
1941, where they lived in Belpre, Ohio for 65 years, 
having four children along the way.

She retired in 1980 after serving as recorder of 
Washington County, Ohio. In 1989, a large tractor 
crushed her in a barn and after a miraculous 
recovery, she began writing, painting, quilting and 
rug making. Her poetry won awards and her stories 
were published in magazines and newspapers, 
including the Marietta Times, Parkersburg News, 
Goldenseal, Antique Week, Farm and Dairy, Back 
Home in Kentucky and numerous historical society 
publications.

Her column, Then and Now, has been published 
in the Ravenswood Star News for the past 10 years. 
She began losing her sight in 1993. She moved to 
Huntington to be closer to her daughter, but she 
continues to be independent, making rugs, writing 
stories and poetry and gardening.

About Stone



West Virginia Division of Rehabilitation Services
Administrative Offices

107 Capitol Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

1-800-642-8207
304-356-2060
www.wvdrs.org




